
SCHOOL DAYS
October, 2019

England, 1558. Queen Mary I of England has died, and while 
the people celebrate the end to her long reign of terror, the 
kingdom is left in a precarious state. A people torn apart by 
religious con�ict. A royal treasury practically empty. And the 
ever-present threat of France and Spain across the channel, 
hoping to take advantage of an England left defenseless. 
The nation now looks to a young woman of barely 25 years 
for its salvation: Princess Elizabeth Tudor, who travels now 
to our own Shire of Mt. Hope for her Coronation.

Needless to say, the good people of the Shire are thrilled to 
welcome their aspiring monarch and are pulling out all the 
stops for her arrival. Mt. Hope’s brewers prepare their 
�nest ales, the vintners select their choicest grapes, and 
even the lowly apprentice glovemaker, William 
Shakespeare, has submitted a play to be performed in 
the new queen’s honor. What’s more, Lord Robert 
Dudley, close companion to Elizabeth, has 
contributed a large sum to Mt. Hope’s Coronation 
Festival. Of course, our good Lady Mayor 
Pemburthy has wasted not a penny, scouring the 
land for the best food, best vendors, and best 
entertainment that England has to o�er.

But not all are eager to see Elizabeth take the 
throne. There are many who worry that 
Elizabeth lacks the experience necessary to 
rule. Even members of her own family, such 
as her cousin Henry Carey, have expressed 
doubts about whether she possesses a 
monarch’s temperament. And while 
Elizabeth does not shrink from the task 
set before her, even she wonders if she 
is up to the challenges that await.

But no worries will dampen the spirits 
of the Shire folk for long, not when 

there is such revelry to be had on their 
Festival day! There will be feasting and 

carousing with jolly companions, 
entrancing entertainment to delight all ages, 

and, as always, jousting galore. The merriment 
will culminate at day’s end upon the Globe 

Stage, where all of Mt. Hope will bear witness as a 
valiant young princess sits herself upon the throne of 

England.

Indeed, a Princess will sit…and a Queen will rise.
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Clearly marked 
handicapped accessible 

seating is available in the 
�rst row of all stage 

audience areas.

Emergency Medical Personnel
are on-site throughout the
day at the First Aid Station.

KEY STAGES
Schedules on Reverse

LIVING HISTORY
DemosThroughout the Day
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POSTER COMPETITION
Pick-Up After 1PM

LUNCH STORAGE
Picnic Tables at Anchor & Mermaid

INFORMISTRESS
Lost & Found
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