OUNT HOPE

WEAPONS & PROPS POLICY - Updated 08/17/2026

Mount Hope Estate & Winery and The Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire are committed to the
safety of our guests, performers, and staff. We discourage carrying weapons, even as part of a
costume. If you choose to carry or purchase a weapon on the Shire, the following rules apply.
Management decisions are final.

SEARCH POLICY

All guests and their belongings are subject to search upon entry. Prohibited items include
outside food, beverages, alcohol, and prohibited weapons. A full list is available in the Bag
Search Policy on our website FAQ.

Peace Tying & Sheathing Period Weapons

For the safety of all patrons, performers, and staff, all prop, replica, and steel weapons brought
onto festival grounds must strictly comply with our safety guidelines.

Peace Tying Requirements

¢ Blade Securing: All bladed weapons—including swords, daggers, axes, and knives—must
be secured inside a sheath, scabbard, or holster and peace tied to prevent drawing.

¢ Binding Method: Weapons must be firmly bound to their sheath using leather thongs,
heavy zip-ties, or cordage so they cannot be drawn or exposed during your visit.

Edges & Sharp Points

e Unsheathed / Exposed Edges: Sharp or dangerous points, hooks, or cutting edges must
remain fully covered or cap-sheathed while on festival grounds.

e Polearms & Bows: Spear tips, halberds, and arrowheads must be rendered completely
blunt or fitted with thick, secure leather or latex safety covers.

¢ Archery Rules: Bows must be kept unstrung or strung without tension. Arrows must
remain un-nocked inside a quiver at all times.

Security personnel reserve the right to inspect weapons at any time and may prohibit any item
deemed unsafe for public safety.
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OUNT HOPE

FIREARMS & PROP GUNS

Concealed and open-carry firearms are strictly prohibited, except for credentialed law
enforcement personnel as required by law.

Zero Kinetic Potential Rules: Any costume firearm or prop must have zero kinetic potential—
meaning it cannot accidentally or intentionally transfer physical force or launch a projectile.

No Energy Storage: Props cannot store and release mechanical energy. No working
triggers (clicks), compressible springs, tensioned bow strings, or pressurized air
chambers.

Required Safety Measures: Costume firearms must feature a frozen trigger, a
permanent orange tip, and/or non-functioning bow strings.

BLACK POWDER WEAPONS

Replica and black powder guns worn as costume adornments must be completely inoperable
and meet these criteria:

Must be peace-tied to a holster or belt so they cannot be drawn. If it cannot be securely
tied, it must be returned to your vehicle.

Cannot propel any projectile, and must not contain percussion caps, flintstones, black
powder, or associated loose parts.

The powder pan or barrel must be plugged.

Must be clearly marked with a non-removable orange tip.

PERMITTED PROP WEAPONS
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Wooden Items: Staffs and wooden swords are permitted if handled responsibly.

Toy/Model Guns: Resin-cast or solid rubber model guns are allowed if easily identifiable
as toys or clearly marked with a non-removable orange tip.

Lightweight Props: Weapons made of foam, tissue paper, plaster of Paris, or cloth are
permitted if they pose no danger to others (e.g., they must not create trip hazards,
snagging risks, or obstruct doorways).
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PROP SPECIFICATIONS & MATERIALS

o Dimensions: Maximum height of 6'6" and maximum weight of 50 Ibs.

e Chains: Any chain (including wallet chains) must be under 3 feet long, regardless of
material.

o Blunt Force Restrictions: Bokkens, metal bats, and heavy plastics are prohibited due to
their weight and structural integrity.

o Realistic Silhouette: If a reasonable person or law enforcement officer could mistake
your prop for a real firearm or deadly weapon from 50 feet away in dim light, it is
prohibited.

e Recommended Materials: High-Density EVA Foam, 3D printing (with smart infill), and
rigid Insulation Foam Board (XPS).

o Oversized Props: Staffs, scythes, or spears over 5 feet should feature a "take-down"
joint (using threaded PVC or dowel pins) to break down into 2—3 smaller sections.

BOWS AND ARROWS

Bows may be carried only if they are unstrung, under 6'6" in height, and have no sharp edges.
Toy or prop arrows are permitted. Arrows carried as costume adornments must be peace-tied
together and have the tips removed.

BEHAVIOR & PROP RESTRICTIONS

¢ Inspection: All props and weapons will be inspected by security prior to entry. Any item
deemed a safety hazard will be denied entry.

¢ Misuse: Brandishing, swinging, or using a prop/weapon in an unsafe manner will result
in the item being deemed unsafe, and you will be required to remove it from the
property.

o Wheeled Devices: Wheeled vehicles, carts, props, shoes, and skates are prohibited.
Exceptions are made only for wheelchairs and ADA-compliant mobility devices.

e Drones: Drones and radio-controlled (RC) aircraft are strictly prohibited.

RIGHT TO DENY ADMISSION
The festival reserves the absolute right to deny admission, prevent entry, or evict any person

without a refund for failing to comply with these rules, engaging in unsafe or offensive
behavior, or as otherwise deemed necessary by management to ensure safety and order.
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